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Abstract

The Gond tribe in Nuapada district, Odisha possesses rich traditional
knowledge in agriculture, Cotton, herbal medicine, craft, and bamboo.
However, economic marginalization limits its potential. This study explores
how to documenting and commercializing this knowledge can promote
sustainable livelihood, preserve cultural heritage, and enhance financial
viability for the community. This study aims to explore how the traditional
knowledge of the Gond Communities. The study used to improve their financial
stability and create sustainable livelihood opportunities. The study used a
qualitative approach with interview, focus group discussions, and observation
sampling identified key Gond participants. The outcomes that traditional
skill in herbal medicine, organic farming, and bamboo and leaf based craft,
but much of it remains unregistered and underutilized. Very limited market
access, low awareness of financial schemes, and Youth migration affect
its economic potential. However with proper training support, and market
linkages. This knowledge can be preserved and transformed into a sustainable
livelihood source. In addition to increasing revenue, promoting these customs
aids cultural legacy.

Keywords : Traditional Knowledge, Financial viability, Gond tribe,
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1. Background of the Study

The Gond tribe, one of the largest tribal groups in India, is well-represented in the
Nuapada district of Odisha. In areas like organic farming, herbal medicine, and
handicrafts, they have a wealth of traditional knowledge that has been passed down
through the generations and is deeply embedded in their culture. This understanding
is crucial to their day-to-day existence and symbolizes their ongoing connection to
the natural world.

Despite the abundance of this traditional knowledge, it is rarely considered a resource
with commercial value. A numbers of factor it including poverty, low levels of
education a lack of funding, limited market access and inadequate documentation,
limit the tribe ability to make money. The declining enthusiasm of young peoples and
increased migration for wage labor are also gradually undermining this foundation
of knowledge.

These difficulties have become more pronounced with recent socio-economic
changes in the tribal communities. Many Gond tribal young peoples are increasingly
dependent on wage labor and seasonal migration in search of income, which has
reduced their involvement in traditional occupations. As a result the addition, limited
awareness of government livelihood schemes and the lack of consistent institutional
support have further restricted the economic use of indigenous knowledge. Together,
these conditions have created concerns not only about growing livelihood insecurity
but also about the gradual loss of Gond cultural traditions and knowledge systems.

In this context, it is crucial to find ways to preserve, record, and promote these
traditions in order to guarantee the Gond tribe’s financial security by creating steady
sources of income. The highlight goals are to evaluate traditional knowledge’s
financial sustainability, identity current challenges, and suggest workable solutions
for market connectivity, policy support, and skill development. This aims to protect
the Gond Communities cultural legacy for future generations while also laying the
foundation for their economic development.

2. Review of Literature

Review of literature are the sources of information about past research as well
present outcomes of certain issues.

Majhi, H., & Soren, B., (2025) examined that even through modern machines are
gradually entering the Gond community, traditional farming tools still remain central
to their everyday agriculture work. These tools matter not only for their practical
use but also for their cultural, economic, and environmental value, showing value
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showing the need to protect this traditional knowledge for future generations. The
methodology has used mainly qualitative research in field visits direct observation
and interview with local farmers to gather data.

Majhi, H., & Mohapatra, R., (2024) conducted a study on the social life of the Gond
communities in Nuapada district in Odisha, uses both primary and secondary sources
to explore their native indo Dravidian language, Gondi within the community and
use Chhatishgarhi, Hindi to communicate with outsiders. Originally migrating from
central India their family structure is shifting from extended to nuclear families.
The Gond community practices various marriage forms and wears distinctive
Ornaments. Despite being educationally backward government initiatives aim
to improve education and bring development. These schemes have significantly
transformed the social the social and cultural life of the Gond communities moving
them away from their traditional ways.

Mishra, S., et.al (2024) examined the maadli a traditional tribal dance of western
Odisha, it is gradually disappearing due to modernization youth disinterest and the
absence of formal preservation efforts highlighting a critical research gap as little
scholarly attention or structured cultural programs exist to protect this heritage. To
tackle this concern, the researchers used a qualitative approach thatinvolved repeated
field visits, close observation, and detailed interviews with local dancers, elders,
and other community members. This method was adopted to record indigenous
knowledge and support the conservation of this threatened cultural tradition.

Chkareuli et.al. (2024) found that the circular business model performed better than
the linear model by increasing profitability and improving resource efficiency. Their
study showed that waste valorisation enhances both environmental sustainability
and financial performance in the wine industry, even when both models operate
under the same investment conditions.

Majhi, H., et.al (2023) examined the adopts a descriptive, qualitative methodology,
integrating field visits, interviews, and observations with secondary data to
investigate the arts, crafts and dances of the Gond community in Nuapada district.
I found indicate that traditional Gond handicrafts along with dance forms are still
very important to their cultural identity but they are having facing less ineptest from
young peoples, limited access to markets, and modernization. A significant research
deficiency exists in the absence of sustainable strategies for the preservation and
promotion of these traditions coupled with insufficient comparative analysis among
other tribal communities. Additional research may concentrate on income generating
models and policy initiatives to support the preservation of Gond cultural practices.
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Kala, C., (2015) discussed on traditional farming systems of the Gond and other
communities in the pachmarhi Biosphere Reserve highlights that agriculture
practices are closely interview with local culture, traditions and beliefs resulting
in environmentally sustainable cropping patterns that rely less on chemical inputs
and support biodiversity. Farmers grow crops like wheat, chickpea, and lentils in
the rabi season, and paddy, maize, soybean, pigeon pea, black gram and sesame in
the kharif season with some practicing double cropping of black gram where water
is available.

3. Research Gaps

a. Undocumented Traditional Knowledge

The traditional knowledge of the Gond tribe in Nuapada district is more or less
transmitted orally and it has no written scripts for documentation. This absence
of documentation hinders attempts to conserve, communicate and develop these
techniques for wider economic purposes.

b. Limited Research on Economic potential

The Gond communities is a very much empowerment in regarding traditional
knowledge about discover herbal medicine, limited research examine its
economic application. Most of the studies focus on documentation rather than
commercialization, livelihood generation, leaving its income potential largely
unexplored, environmentally and financially sound livelihoods.

c. Market and Financial access Barriers

It is unclear what the particular market related challenges including credit access
to financial services are faced by Gond artisans and farmers which hitherto have
not been systematically studied in existing literature.

d.  Youth Migration and Knowledge Erosion
Unemployment and migration increasing urbanization of youth and losing passion
in traditional jobs imposes danger to maintenance of scarce human resource.

4. Objective of the Study

To understand the perceptions of the Gond tribal communities towards the financial
viability of their traditional knowledge

To identify the traditional practices that contribute most to income generation
among the Gond in Nuapada district

To examine the key challenges faced by the Gond tribe in commercializing their
traditional knowledge
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To propose strategies including financial support and skill development that can
enhance traditional knowledge based livelihoods for the Gond community

5. Scope of the future study

The study how will explore traditional knowledge and financial viability across
different tribal communities to identify common patterns and unique challenges.

The study will be focus on the larger quantitative surveys to better measure
income potential from traditional practices.

The study will examine the impact of government schemes, financial support, and
market linkages on commercialization and sustainability.

6. Research Design

N
Review of Research on Gond communities Review of Research on the traditional practices
perceive the financial viability of their contribute most to income generation among the
traditional knowledge. Gond communities in Nuapada
) ¥
( . . . N
Review of Research on financial support and Review of Research on key challenges faced by
training help enhance traditional knowledge Gond tribe in commercializing their traditional
based livelihoods. knowledge
|\ J
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\ . >
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7. Research Methodology

The summary of research methodology has been depicted as below

Types of Research Analytical

Research approach Qualitative Research

Type of data collection Primary and Secondary

Data collection method Survey, in-depth interview, Focus group discussion
Sample technique Purposive sampling

Data Analysis Thematic analysis
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Case study of Gond Communities

These cumulative responses from the 300-member sample among the Gond
indicated the continuing significance of traditional knowledge in the socio-
economic life sphere of the respondents, though financially limited in scope. Most
respondents recognised the value of the traditional knowledge base in the areas of
the natural vegetation resources found in the forests, herbal medicines among the
wild growth, and the traditional ways in which the people earned a living. Although
such knowledge helped reduce intervention in the modern health care system as
well as the external economic system, the respondents said it had not ensured
them monetary earnings. Elders among them recognized the cultural significance
of traditional knowledge, while the younger ones recognized the limited scope in
terms of economic earnings.

From the point of view of income, traditional forest-based activities were mentioned
by respondents as being economically most important. The collection and sale
of Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs) such as mahua flowers, tamarind, sal
leaves, seeds and medicinal plants were found to be the most important economic
activities associated with traditional knowledge. They are also a source of seasonal
income, serving as an insurance in times of agricultural crisis. Some respondents
involved in native healing, a number of people who work as traditionalists, had
occasional earnings, but these were ad hoc and informal, based more on community
goodwill than market structures. Other skills like handicrafts and tool-making were
considered to be economically weak because there was no demand for them, there
being no appropriate market outlet.

Although these practices might be useful to some extent, interviewees revealed
numerous problems they faced in making their traditional knowledge marketable.
The most commonly cited problems were low price of raw forest products,
intermediary exploitation, lack of storage and processing infrastructure and
ignorance about the market as a whole. A lot of them said they did so primarily from
urgent financial needs to sell the produce at a price lower than what should have
been possible. Legal constraints and the absence of formalisation and protection of
traditional knowledge impede commercialization. Respondents were also worried
about the loss of indigenous knowledge, as young people are increasingly turning
away from unpredictable returns to other livelihoods.

The respondents emphasised that major and coordinated interventions are necessary
to improve the financial viability of traditional knowledge-based livelihoods.
It was determined that enhancing economic agency and decreasing reliance on
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intermediaries required access to institutional financing via cooperative mechanisms
and self-help groups. Targeted skill development in processing, value addition,
packaging, quality control, and market linkage is equally crucial. Respondent
emphasised that fair pricing, market access, and policy recognition of indigenous
knowledge systems are the responsibilities of state institutions and development
agencies. Such interventions are essential for improving livelihood outcomes as
well as protecting the Gond community’s cultural integrity and economic self-
worth.

8. Relevance of the Study

Traditional knowledge and its potential. The Gond tribe in Nuapada district possesses
their rich traditional knowledge in herbal medicine, organic farming, and bamboo
and leaf-based crafts, but much of it remains undocumented and underutilised,
limiting its capacity to generate income.

Barriers to financial viability, poor access to local and outside markets and limited
awareness of financial schemes restrict the Gond Communities’ ability to earn a
sustainable livelihood from their traditional practices.

Impact of Youth migration increasing youth migration and declining interest in
traditional skills are weakening the continuity of indigenous knowledge, as younger
generations prefer urban jobs over traditional crafts and farming.

Opportunities for sustainable livelihoods with proper skill development, financial
assistance, and improved market linkages through government and NGO support,
the indigenous practices can become viable income sources that preserve cultural
heritage and enhance the Gond Communities resilience.

9. Major findings of the Study

The potential of the Gond tribe’s traditional wisdom in the Nuapada district rich
traditional knowledge in organic farming, herbal medicine, and crafts made from
bamboo and leaves, but a large portion of it is still unrecorded and unused, which
limits its potential to provide revenue.

Financial viability obstacles inadequate access to local and international markets
and little awareness of financial programs hamper the Gond communities ability to
generate a sustainable life from their traditional pursuits.

Impact of Youth migration rising youth migration and falling interest in traditional
skills are eroding the continuation of indigenous knowledge, as new generations
chose urban occupations over traditional crafts and farming.
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Opportunities for sustainable livelihoods with effective skill development, financial
assistance, and enhanced market linkages through government and NGO support,
these indigenous practices can become viable income sources that preserve cultural
heritage and enhance the Gond communities.

10. Conclusion

The Gond communities in Nuapada district in Odisha concludes that the Gond
tribe possesses rich traditional knowledge in herbal medicine, organic farming,
and bamboo and leaf based crafts but much more of this knowledge remains
undocumented and underutilized due to limited market Access, lack of financial
awareness, and institutional support all act as stumbling block. The youth show
lesser interest in traditional skills, which jeopardizes the sustainability of this
rich cultural heritage. However, these practices will have to be developed in to
sustainable livelihoods through appropriate skill training, financial assistance,
and strong market linkages created by government and NGO interventions in
order to enhance the economic well-being of the communities without eroding
their cultural identity. This investing in the commercialization and preservation
of indigenous knowledge can improve the financial resilience of the Gond tribe
while ensuring long term Socio economic growth without losing their unique
traditions.
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