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SOCIAL LIFE OF THE KUTIA KANDHAS OF ODISHA 1y
EASTERN INDIA: A RECENT STUDY

Dr. Tn.safuzz Pattngiy
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Introduction
The Kutia Kandhas form a crude segment of the incomparable Kzndhz tribe of Ordisa in Easterm
India. There are numerous tribal communities living and dispersed 2ll through the length and
broadness of the country. Among them there are a few gatherings who azre more confined, old.
helpless, and needy and in reverse. They are battered and wounded in ezch circle of life. At Sre
they have been distinguished and assigned since the fifth Five Year Plan zs Primitive Tribal Groups
13 l‘Gs) and as¢ of late r'cdcﬂignat.cd as Particularly Vulnerable Tribzl Groups (PVT Gs) by Government
of Ipdm to get exceptional conmdcrgnon for their overall turn of events. Presently Government of
lndm‘ hflas cm,b'rmfc’d Lhc'tcrm Pamcular'ly VuIn—erablf. Tribal Group by supplanting its prior &is
tc'rimr;)({ (Tg;:l l'n’r?n;w: ’{‘nbal Groups W'hll'(: kc'eptpg the shortened form the equivalent ie.. PTG
with the end goa ofarrangement far}d c!mtmguxshmg proofof a clan or 2 segment of it based on the
principle rules, similar to (I) Diminishing populace, () Despondent education (if) Low degree of
techno-economy i.e., resource le : : agriculs e e
food sources m};cmblin 4 rle ICWfl Ofdcconomy re[a'xed with prf_s it i
A g and moving development (iv) actual disconnection. In India there zre
upwards of 75 PTGs who are circulated in 14 unified States and [ (one) Union Territory of Andaman
and Ni g]a i . . o oIy ol An R
n c?bcr Islands as given beneath., Accprdmg to the gauge of the Ministry of Social Justice and
l,lx;Powcrrgcnt they number about 1.36 million, which represent 2% of the zll out S.T. populace of
ndia in 1991, Odi - differentiati . : 't O8PPSR
¢ Odisha ha's the differentiation of having the biggest number of PTGs among every
one of the States and Union Territories as ohvi f] S = :
13 PIGe i . lous from the above Statement. In Odisha thers are
PTGs in particular, Bonda, Birhor, Chuktia Bhuniia. Didavi ; . Hill Kharia |
Kutia Kondh, Lanjia Saora » Chuktia Bhunjia, Didayi, Dongria Kondh, Hill Kharia, Juang.
working in vn’ri(;(uvJ ie dﬂrar. vodha, Mankirdia, Paudi Bhuyan and Sora. 17 Micro Projects are
attempts to focuquor: t.}izsq?;c:':]cﬁ[m;f t}f‘) deal with their issues of improvement. The present paper
Kiatla Kandh § lle ol the Kutia Kandhas of Odisha in Eastern India.
a4 Randha—A Primitive Tribal Group

rt::fnﬁ ‘.::'2 (5,’;'12';2}1,32""“‘,(".‘"’? @ primitive section of the great Kandha tribe of Orissa. They are
district and Lanjixnr}; OPOC Lf‘ corprising 'lhc'Bc]ghar area or Baliguda sub-division in Kandhamal
The Kutia Kondh i i Kn]nhand'd'St”C'-Th‘f}’ lead an isolated life of poverty and indigence-

Ves 1n remote pockets of a district characterised by denselv forested hills,

}'l o ms,
g ‘ Lalfai

environment. Due to the association of the K
they are considered as people living within a

¢ result of this close relationship with the fore
utia Kondh with the forest, plant and animal world.

particular eco-system by non-tribal commuzities of
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the Icgulll, mn the ann, h\ the lli“d“ [ul“llflli “‘ lh(‘

Sy : lains (wha are e : s thes
have only indirect access s products, l # {(wha are nat forest dweliers) as they

111(? lare as p . . X s 7 R 7, 8

cultute. fhey see plants and trees as ullllnulbsl :llu:lli“: bllt])”!:):‘tl:tl::i:ctlla‘:l:::l“l‘,:luﬁ l;ll:' l|~]|‘4ud ;](“;‘i‘rdpl‘

contributing undamentally to the conviction arrangement af their l'uul::xiull ‘ul[l](i":‘lj;ltl .l/“,““:“.:-.
The connection between the Kmiu Kondh and the plant waorld can be followed Lac k‘lu 1'.A|u-m:1 oS
Jegends ‘“'.‘! convictions (Kul Gaani and Kapaka Gaani). The Kultia Kandha is cmphiaticall

mbx'imlgsl the musg.!t‘fs are very much evolved. The skin tone is by and large dull carthy ‘.Ulun:n‘;
with various ::.h.mlvb. Ihc-. \‘..hcck anes are naticeable. The nose is modestly expansive, the lips arc
thick and ye (iris) Sllti(ll;lg s dull earthy colored. The Kutia Kandha has dull earthy colured hair of
low wavy .50“'. l.fll\g hairs are wrapped up down, particularly by ladies. The Kandha are divided
into two linguistic groups i.e. *Kui” and "Kuvi”, bath belonging to the Dravidian linguistic family.
The Kutia Kun_(lhu speaks the “Kui” language while *Kuyi” is spoken mainly in the eastern part of
the Koraput District. '

Area and Population

The K'\ma Kiﬂ\dhe\ constitutes a primitive section of the most numerically preponderant Kandha
ll’ibclll\ Ql‘lsh‘ﬂ. They inhabit a contiguous packet camprising the Belghar area of Baliguda sub-
division in Kandhamal district, Chandragiri area of Gunpur sub-division in Rayagoda district
and lanjigarh area of Kalahandi district. In Baliguda sub-division they are found in Belghar,
Guma, lankagada and jhirpani Gram panchayatas of Tumudibandha block and in Subarnagin
area of Kotagarh block. Their habitant is wild, rugged, hill and forest - clad high land country
sitnated at about 2500 feet above the sea level, The total geographical area is about 900 sq miles.
The main concentration of Kutia Kandha lies in the Belghar area, which is located at a distance of
150 KM, from Phulbani- the district headquarters of Kandhamal, 68KMs from Baliguda sub-
divisional headquaters and 28 KMs from Tumudibandha, block headquarters. Belghar is accessible
from Tumudibandha through a steep and circuitous metalled ghat road connecting Belghar to the
Phulbani-koraput main road at Tumudibandha. There is another road from Ambadola in Rayagada
district linking Belghar with Muniguda. The distance is 72 KMs, both the roads are jeepable.
There are 68 Kutia Kandha villages in Belghar area comprising Belghar and Guma panchayats,
which are now covered under the micro project. The Kutia Kandha development Agency (KKDA)
headquartered at Belghar. In these villages, there were 991 Kutia Kandha households with a total
population of 3961 individuals including 1908 males and 2053, This shows females outnumbered
the males. The level of education is very low. According to a socio-cconomic survey conducted by
SCSTRTI and KKDA, Belghar 2007, the number of households, population and level of education
of the Kutia Kandha in the 68 villages of Belghar area have increased to 1325, 5524 (2658 males
and 2866 females) and 25-83 percent respectively. In the meantime, the trend of sex ratio has

been the same. Their male literacy has increased to 37.96 and female literacy to 14.58 peasant.

Soclal Life of the Kutia Kandhas

is famous for their strong and unique social organization. Howevyer, as an
they are having their district language, territory and style of life. Social
, olves the whaole network of social and religious between
groupings among them foy several puaposes what i
iduals and groups within the prescribed socil waork
ugh Kinship ties and code of conduct i general,

Kutia Kandha
endogamous community :
organization among Kutia Kondh inv
different individual and groups. 'l‘lwrg are
teflected in pattern of management ol “uulw
frame work. Each group may be identified thro

Family

Family is the essential social unit of the
association. In the Kutin Kandha society,

conduct of ity individuals and controlling _
uardians and therr unmarricd youngsters n then general

suardians stay with the most vouthiul child mdependent
we i the conventonal delegate of the famuly and
ily compristng of old guardians and the wmost

Kutia Kandha, Family is the establishment ob thew sacial
the family is the ndamental wt, contiolling the social
the utilization of the developed Landd ity ownershap

Their family unit comprises ol g
Public, it is standard that the old or berelty
ol his conugal status. Among them the dad/spou
considered as top of the family, where as 1 the tam
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1A8 . el Oy and (\“{h“?

to the top of the 1'm1‘1i1_§'_‘ ?1‘310 Kutia Xandha -
practices authonty over all :11‘11\?\?11313 from the famin \;\
ual rights and needs of every mdividual part. The P of ';‘~(
w with other grown-up mdividuals om the f‘,“.m.if
ssue, the top of the fanmly much of the time talks

veuthful child, the most youthful chald turmsan

man centric. The top of the family
additionally conforms to the individ ‘
family takes socio-social choices in iNTEIVIEW
Yet, if there should be an occurrence of ﬁnnnmf\l i !
with his significant other prior 10 taking a ultimate choice.

Housing Pattern and Settlement ‘ _
The settlement pattern and house (ypes of Kutia Kandha d(sm\'c special aucm?on tor‘ns wode of
selection of site, manner of construction, architectural design and placement of functional areag,

~ ] >
Morcover significant landmarks in and around the settlement and smu.tpm] look of the hutments
are reflection of the socio-cultural identity, skill and technology applied for constimaction ang

functional use of space inside the house.

Traditionally all Kutia Kandha villages were uniclean but gradually most of the villages ape
found to be inhabited by people of many clans and other ethno-cultural groups. In ‘spitc of that
they have strong feeling togetherness, musical help, community cooperation, social solidarity
and values nfgm‘up life. The Kutia Kandha lives in small settlements and the Kutia Kandha Wilage
stands on the outskirts of forest and surrounded by the mountains. Houses are b it close to cach
other in two separate rows having a distance of 15 to 20 fi. The village street is usually in Bast
West direction and each village comprises of five to fifty houscholds. The ground plan of the house
of Kutia Kandha is rectangular and usually the houses are very low in height.

The clan organisation plays an important role in the Kutia Kandh life and it determines the
character of the village. It was a practice that onc specific faction bunch get comfortable a specific
village. However, during the examination it was seen that individuals having a place with two or
three different clans have settled in one village. There are some pure Kutia Kandha villages, whereas
two ethnic groups, like Kuti Kandha and Pano (SC) have settled together in one village. But the
Pano built their separate dwellings at the out-skirt or the backside of the village. Tt may be consirued
that in the recent past, some villages were uniethnic as well as uniclan, but currently we come
across muldethnic and multi-clan villages

In each village, a tiny house with grass covered conical roof, supported on wooden pillars is
erected at the out-skirt. This structure is dedicated to the Goddess Deopenu. About 10 to 1S vears
back. in each village there were two separate houses, onc as girl's dormitory (kude) and ot her as
boy's dormitory (kude), where the unmarried boys and girls of the village sleep and spend their
night.

Construction of a New Settlement

The divinations pertaining to the settlement of a new village and selection of site for construction
of new house are almost the same. For the settlement of a new village the Kutaka (sorcerer) plavs
an important role. The Kutaka with some elderly persons goes to the nearest Dharani Penu {carih
goddess) of the site selected for the settlement of the new village and near the Dharani Penu the
Kutaka places 14 pairs of rice on a Siali or Sal leaf and covers the rice bv another Siali on Sal leal
and places a small stone over it and returns back. In the next dav moming agam Kutaka with
some elderly persons goes to the spot. If the Kutaka observes that the 7 pairs of rice are intact, then
and there the Kutaka declares the site as suitable for the establishment of new village. Butif the
Kurakg declares the site is suitable for establishment of new village. But if the Kutaka notices that
t.herve.ls shortage of a grain of rice then again he places the 7 pairs near that Dharani Penu and
likewise he tries for three times. If in all the three times the shortages of rice grains are noticed
then he rejects the site for the settlement of the new village. But, in any onc‘changc if the nice
remains intact, then the Kutaka declares the site as suitable for establishment of the new Willage.

For the selection of site for establishment of a new village, availability of plain land and
pereqmal water sources are taken into consideration. In the bcginnixmg of the establishment of
the vxl}age. Dharani Penu (earth goddess) is installed in the center of the village. Beda Penu i
established in the entrance of the village and Deo Penu is established at the outskirt of the village.
The construction of the houses starts on any Sunday or in month of Kartika (October-November
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- < ar* UXY! ! "
The lt':(—.‘f- N 'L‘. 0 close to each other in two rows in east-west direction. The entrance of the
wlage always faces to the east.

Eozse (Ellz) Structure

The _Z-":C:d plan ct'.thc house of the Kutia Kandha is rectangular. The houses are emphatic ally
fxocared, yet low in tallness. The top of the house never surpasses more than 8 to 9" and the
smmure of the passageway being just around 4. 6" to S' from the beginning. The goal is 1o guarantee
‘:f'-‘:f’:"':':mm the -br‘utal tempests and super cold breeze that win during the storm and winter
mérndually. The primary house comprises of a solitary family room with one back varendah. A
f=w houses have both front and back varendah. [n certain houses the dividera of the front varendah
are "5:5\“‘: up to the rooftop level, with the goal that it gives extra convenience. [n the back varendah
zf!’t' cd in area &a\_mes a little room, known as Jaka. The primary room fills such needs as living,
ozczen and capacty. The parlor gives convenience to the guardians and little offspring of the
Z=iy. Previously about 10 year back, the grown up boys and girls were sleeping in the village
vouth dormitories (kude) maintained separately for the boys and girls. Now a day’s grown up boys
aod gimis sleep in the froat enclosed varendah or a separate room is built for them. Usually maize,
otzer millets and siali leaf cups are kept hung from the roof of the living room for future use. The
zgz-icultural and hunting implements are also normally tucked into the roofl. At the corner of the
—a‘r ving room, 2 mud platform is raised which serves as the hearth and there the fire in Kept
mrming throughout the day and night during the rainy and winter seasons to keep the room
war—. Just in front of the main entrance a hole is made on the ground with a iron ring inside and
= sarves the purpese of husking grains. A portion of the rear varendah is encloged which s called
Jalk= The Jalka serves as goat and pig stay. Jaka is also used as living room for the women during
the mihdrawal time of the monthly cycle and labor. The front divider is extravagantly painted with

fzures of people, birds, creatures and other alluring symbola. These canvasea and aymbols are set

o by the older female individuals from the family with hued muds. The cow-shed is underlying
the Baclk-vard of the house where just cow, bullocks and bison are kept.

Marriage of Kntia Kandhas

Mzarriage is one of the most important institutions in the Kutia Kandha society. According to
them—_ Ife is not worth living without marmage. [n Kutia Kandha society marriage gives social
s2oction to a man and women to live as husband and wife and to discharge certain rights and
durmies_ According to their local custom, marriage gives legitimay to the children born to the couple
= te society. This social status of parenthood is granted to all the married couples irreapective of
the form or :::pe of marriage. According to the Kutia Kandhas of Belghar area marmiage is a sacrament,
ik is mased on certain rules and regulations. They call marmage in their languages ranja tan)
or shec: inn 2 meaning to get (na) a wife (shedi).

Marriage Rules

Thers are some prescriptions preferences and prohibitions that are folled in the Kutia Kandha
secisry for selection of mates for marmage. Durning our study in Belghar area we have cover six
vilages There are one hundred and twenty-five families 1n these eight villages. Among these 125
famdes 23 solvgnous and the rest 102 are monogamous It shows thatl MoONEEAmoOus Marriages arne
mrre eguent then polygymous marmages. The Kutia Kandha society permits a man o h.n‘\ ¢ more
than '2*:.9'..'!‘:{2 Ther= are two basic reasons for polygymous type of marnage Fuatly, if the Girst wile
= barren the husband may bnng a second wife if he has the means to support her Secondly, a

See Lol

pericn having sound economic condition brings as second wife to help him in agricultural activities
it s for hus economue prospenty

23 regards the selection of mates for marriage the Kutia Kandha have several ways of acquinng
matey M.‘ negotanon marnage they also practise marnaye by service, mattiage by clopement
ad "av;m e c;pturc Besides this Kutia Kandha also practice levirate and sororate types of
Ty o

There are certain Unions which the customary rules of Kutia Kandha prohibit In the past the
. - o el - -

Lot Kandhae practised village eXOgAmYy as traditionally Kutla Kandhas single clan village  But

Zow 3 day's yillage exogamy 18 not p(acﬂ_\td bevause tn big villages' people ol different clans are
e ) H easf S
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e
Jol
) S —— } -~ 2 T, \
| sogamy is strictly practsed and marmage within thye SAme clag i,
S *ANON A - = v " ) ~ Q o WMisine —
BB R e J:‘\I , l.\kum Kandha calls the clan or Gochis but surpr SINR there 4 oo
e N

» eshuons, -
regarded as meesniu . IR vty
ln:vmu‘ cult taboos and ritmals associated wit

| we some server deviation found in our study ‘]“““.‘1"-‘ ! 'm‘“m“?’ INside 1
VOW - ¢ 'S there ¢ : * i illage 18 no longer unicl: ant e
P een members of different clans as the village is no I 8 AN ANd membery
o M Iso settled in those village and finally ending 10 premania] PPeEnAnG,
ol i Clm“s li“m; . M? rhﬁl‘r of the concerned boys and girls. However such deviations are
and finally ending in the marnag o o aged by strong punishmen;
very few and not encouraged by any means, They are discouraged b a ‘

4 ]

Consent for Marriage - — - o
Consent of the boy and girl is a necessary precondition to tuznh\.e:ll;}!:&rf’i::i:;a;‘::‘::q- z‘*-
consent marriage cannot take place. A Kutia girl cannot be ??l\t‘) (?r qlwchl‘;;‘qu;q o ;Qfl.
may go way with someone she likes and this may hamper his nf ‘n S¢ ;'m;- En‘d}: n\E‘ St
Another factor is that if a girl elopes with her lover her parents may not 5c: g qlpm; 01 “:x_r
getless amount of bride-price. Similarly boys consent is :\l§0 sm:gh‘t for b;‘x Ause sexu? Atonshyp
with whom he loves. So Kutia boys and girl appreciate full freedom in choosing their mates.

Pride Price (Jula sinamu or karanga luganga)

In practically all ancestral social orders in Orissa a ladies is mx}sidc‘mi as a signincant Tesources
50 additionally in the Kutia Kandha society. The young ladv's folks I‘t‘qllf‘$1 U’l‘_ lady of the hour
cost 1o leave behind her in marriage. Lady of the hour cost is paid fit as a fiddle of both moneyv angd
kind by the lucky men's family to the lady's family at the hour of marnage .Because ladies are
viewed as a resource after their marriage they need 1o live with her significant other's family, Sp
the young lady's family requests remuneration fit as a Nddle of lady cost for the deficiency of their
resource. Lady of the hour cost is paid in a wide range of marriage besides if there should arise an
occurrence of marriage by administration and remarriage of a widow to her expired spouse’s more
youthful sibling, Anyway the measure of lady of the hour cost shifts from one spot 1o another and
as indicated by the kind of marriage and financial status of the two families. Generally the amount
of bride price varies from Rs.100/- Rs1000/- in cash and in kind including 3 10 7 pieces of
arrows Kuri (bell-metal bowl) new clothes paddy pig ete as bride price. The rate of bnde price in
case of divorced or separated women is less.The bride price does not 80 10 the dbride but to her
parents and maternal uncle .In most cases the bride-price is also Paid in instalments. Ways of
acquining mates: ’
Types of Kutia Kandha Marriage

The Kutia Kandha marriage is an elaborate affair, There
traditional marriages are conducted through arrangem

lypes are marriage by service, marriage by capture marriage by elopement, Among these types

marriage by negotiation is considered prestigious in the Kutia Kandha society of Belghar arca. 1t
is lhg boy’s rnthr not the girl’s father who first takes Initiative foe arranging m}\rriatr “The Qpes of
marnage of Kutia Kandhas are described as follows, C o .

Arranged Marriage

ﬁ\'l“H‘\;ml[;;;:n]l“:;;luolr] Slel:::r lﬁun{x‘lhu _youlh achieves marrageable age, the Kid's dad looks for a
YOung men find out al l(zr num, '1!)0 Plan for the marnage starts when the guardians of the
villages, From the ul:r:()l‘ll:ct}:}ru‘ml)mmlmem‘ss of a young lady living in the close by or removed
older individug) of the kid’ 1; 8 dad C!IQll{x‘cs about the young lady. At that pont the dad or an

'S Tamily alongside couple of family members continue to the young

lady’s home and 1 '

8 rand takes g couple of jups I8t

, 8 of e . " | 18 Visi 1’ -
25 with he gulhcring. Jug district gl ohol with him. In this visit the kid's mom can

Exactly whep they appear at the
youngster's fathe

N

ent or negotiation. Besides this common

aaslian

are various ways of acquinng mates, The

. ' 3 o .
rclose by his l'vlntivg:::::ﬁa,‘” - hml}t‘ her family members get them. By then the
The main eveny B g OWn seniors sit for discussion with the child’s people.

athering kee sl
. 4 1he con .
The child’s fathe 3 mPartment of Jiqy oy there and thereafter discussion starts.

r formal| asks 1 Ster
youngster’s father cnquircys nlmm}:;3’0“"““'”S father for his young lady's hand for his kid. The
money relateq Status of the chilg from the child’s father. By
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e W )\\\\lzss(\~\.\ l.\Al\i\c‘r allirmis the proportion of woman of great importance esteerm !Juf_-‘”
‘\\\\‘l““'\‘: the youngsters father agrees, he gets the holder of iquor which has been brought by e
R gather and every ‘-‘“\‘(“ present there drinks the liquor. It shows that the youngster's father
Gl revgnise the sueestion, In t.hc mean time the young woman's father enquires about the
aracter. moeney n“lalrd \\n\\du\\on. et¢ of the youngsters and his family from his knowmn
m\h\i\iuals and relatives w l}\) live in the child's town or in the nearby towns. The appraisal of the
weungster s alse searched for preceding finishing up the game plan. By then after 2/3 months the
Quitk peeple and relatives including 4/ people pay a second visit to the youngster's home. By
ety both the soctal event has another round of discussion. In this visit the :\-mmg woman's father
ghves his last consent for mgn‘i:\:{‘ and the Jani is called for to fix an ideal day for marmage. In this
vieit i ke manner the child’s father conveys liquor with him. Now and again the child's social
ocvasion brings hen, goat, or pig with them dunng this visit dependent upon their monctary
condition. Regandless, show of liquer is compulsery as per their custom. After the finish of the
martiage day both the social occasions consume the liquor brought by the spouse to assemble’s
and a function is planned in the youngster's home wherein all pmsvn{ there take an interest. On
the booked day of wedding the relatives of the child and a social event from his town go to bring
the young woman. On this visit the child's father and mother go with the social event. The child
himsell never goes to the young woman's town either to bring the youngster or at the hour of

course of action. In a notewoerthy case, if the child is a transient and has no relative available to
erganize the he may go.

During this third visit the child's social affair normally contains ten to twenty peeple. Once in
a while the number goes up to thirty or forty. Right when the child's get-together shows up at the
edpe of the young woman's town, the youngster’s social event gets them and takes them home.
Before long there is drinking, eating up and euphoric making in their honour. On this occasion a
buflalo is butchered and every one participating in the wedding capacity dnnk Mahul Liquor.
Youngsters and young women dance for the term of the night with the meledic reinforcement of
drums. In the next day the voungster joined by her relatives and friends go to the child’s town.

On arriving in the child’s town the clengman plavs out explicit services safeguard the town
from any infirmity or disaster that may be fall. He offers an egg to the heavenly creatures at the
standard entry of the town and sprinkles millet over the sancufied stenes. The youngsters and
young women move and sing right to the child's home. Little voung people from the child's town
pour turmeric water on the social eccasion. By then the woman goes into the child’s home. The
young woman stays for seven days in the child’s home. During her visit she is illicit 10 see her
future companion. Following seven days, a social occaston of her relatives and inhabitants come
to take her home. In this visit they are throughout treated by a victory coordinated by the child’s
famuly. A goat or pig is executed in this occasion for the affair. The guests are locked in wath liquor
and thereafter they take the young woman to her parent’s home.

After this the child and his relatives go a couple of imes to his father in law’s home to retum
his woman to his home. Dunng these visits the youngster's father avoids to send her taking vanous
petitions. For example, he savs 1 need to buy loops for my daughter; 1 have not purchased kun
(nnger metal utensil) to give her vet”

Various months or vears may kick the bucket before the youngster returns to her sigmificant
other's place. Appeared dilferently in relation to the ground works, the real wedding s a
fundamental endeavour. The *Jana” the priest of the young woman’s town picks a hopetul day for
the marnage custom. The date is suggested to the child’s people. On that day the fortunate man's
People close a few relatives appear at the young woman’s town to climmate the woman They
convey with them a couple of compartments or a tin ol mohul iquor. The youngster's famuly in
‘.hl"lr honor coordinates a meal. The next day they return to thewr town with the woman of great
Importance. This is the deferred cooperation of marriage in Kutia Randha social class. No custom
or the marriage is performed. From the day the woman of great importance’s initially going to get
ready’s town till her last relationship with the fortunate man, it needs more than one year. lhu{ng
this period the sexual affiliation of the couple is denied and the lady of the hour is retumed to her
Parental house as often as possible. The internal thought betiund thus framework is that if the lady
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of the hour doesn't concoct the laeky iy Tolks prasuiiing shiv sees ~-\-“l(-‘,'nm; Fa i \‘"\‘\
base about the lucky man, she can deny the nl.uslu;.‘_l' Gy Hee withe anad by Ly ‘!'N‘\\t."l
situation, the previous husband (o L dolks ot bk the whole ceata panuged by Wi Bioan “\\..
lady's new groom. n the mastetmtnded nvatiiage ashuining the vl (o TETYTE| ey “N\.
man of the hours side, no punshunent s foced o e Ty case, daiding (hig "“““‘.\\\m\.,“\‘
period if the young lady steals away with o tvany case weds anefher man (the seegd A \\
that point the subsequent adindier needs e pay the st adiien Iweteld the weasyg o Lanly ,“::\
materials that the st adinter had spont during the e spent eachange 1L e l\\‘\\k\l\-\\,'-\»l\v
something very similar in the event of a lady who leaves e better Tl and wede anutheg yyy,

Marrlage by Elopement

This is a sortof adoration warcinge. The Kutin voung men and o ladien appuegtale (N R ELTTTTY
in choosing their mates. On the oft chinnce thant o Katla Kid cheeses a vonng Lady, ULy
relationships with her and he can't ieet the high costs o tstadment el lady of the hev ol -.\\\\(
for execution of wedding service s needed or standand oachange et el velatienehipa o ey
folks can't help contradicting the ausoctintion, he i some ciases abecends withy the VA By
whom he needs to wed. Inospite of the et that standand gatdelines dent allow thie King
association, presently a-days enonnows quantition of elopement ciases e happoaing and 1 b
become an acknowledged method of getting mates, My and laige elopemeit lapgpens whore (e
guardians of the kid or youuny lady don't give their masent (or the asseciation Tn the wake o
eloping to a removed spot, the Kid and the young lady pet bitebied and Live as man ang aponee. A
few years, particularly after their st voungster is conceived, they may get back 1o the Kids tewn
and be acknowledged in the general public. For this they are obligated o give o paniebinend
blowout to the locals and family members on both the sides. The Kid additionnlly addieasps an
ostensible lady of the hour cost 10 the youny lady's folks,

In some different cases, the Kid and the young lagdy tee together toan alternante town and take
cover in the place of a nearby relative of the Kid, On the folowing diay, the guardinms ol the twe of
them are cducated by that family member, On getting the datia bothe the Kad and voune tadys
folks alongside a portion of their townspeople arvive at where the Kidh and the voung balv have
been shielded. There both the Kids and the young lady™s 1olks guarantee then ehild and e wind
that they will give theiragree 1o the two of themn 1o wed one another. At that point beth the guiaidion
alongside their child and girl get back to the Kid's town. Thete the Kids tolks orchestiate o hanguel
for the young lady’s folks and her locals. During this gala the date s fixed reganding when the
kid's folks will pay the Karang Luganga (lady of the hone cost) and Dal Mamli 1o the young lady s
folks and her townspeople. After the banguet the young lady’s olka and residents get back (o thei
own town going out. From that day the kid and young lady are viewed as man and spovse. Ou the
named day the kid's folks alongside reaidenta go to the young ladys town 10 convey the lagdy value
(KarangLuganga) and Dal Mamuli as guaranteed belore. ‘

Marriage by Service (Ghar-Joln S8achenja)
Such kinds of relationships are common among the Kutia Kandha of Belghat region: In ypal
orchestrated relationships the expense of lady cost and matriage wses e high, Typicatly the
Kutia Kandhas are poor and it isn't workable tor large numbers of them (o wanage the cont ol saeh
substantial costs. So the individuals who can't bear the cost of the costys 0f @ mastorminged maniae
may go for this kind of marriage where the Kid delivers free work to his eventual dad m law by
remaining in the last’s home a few years in lieu of following through o the lady of the hou et
The time of administration is typically a few years. After the specified amsistance tine Qame i
finished, if the lady’s folks are happy with the Kid's lead and administtations, the magiiage =
acted in a straightforward service. In this marriage the husband to be may remain orever i his 1
law’s home or rebound to his own home with his significant other 1o his own town

This kind of marriage is considered less lofty when contraated with the conventivnal mariasy
by exchange. In such cases the kid with his folks and town Maght (mainstieam headinan) amt Jan
(sacerdotal head) go to the picked young lady’s home and express their faillwe beline hel ke
follow through on the lady of the hour cost and Dale Mamuli yel wupggest that the Kid will rematt
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Marriage by Capture :

This sort of marriage isn't conside
% red trllly ms tThd &

;0 reasons viz-(I) to , pectable by the Kutig K, T—
m:stcrmindcd l‘l‘l)ntio::,;") away ﬁ:f’m nstalment of the great rnc::;tlfr:-udt]'llu;ihf' uos
m : 'Ps and (i) to dispose of parent;  isse PR, ke
tracked down that in couple of ¢q parental issue with

. Ses that the lady’
girl to keep away from the substantial costs ofl l:in:g(liﬁ;val

wmed to (or
for customure:
the wedlock. It is additionaily
comed the mun of the hour to catch Ins

the husband to be's zatheri . ast which 1s Qven by the lady's follks to
4 ng on the marnage day. For this situation an ostensibie ludy of e

hour cost is paid. The lady of the hour coxte i
. Costs include are kun its of avaka and by
of new garments ilddlng up to Rs, 100/ as it Wemf.téjust are kur, three bits of apaka and rwo its

i atch regulardy | A . assEnt of
g . 55 that by and g e v o s
market Wh-crc the young ladies come to buy their extravagant articles or in the woods where the
young ladies go to gather kindling, edibles materials and minor woodland produce or ur the
dongar land while she is working. Some of the time when a kid and a younyg lady go gaga for one
another and want to wed one another or where " - LAzl

the lady cost requested for the ludy isn't reasomnuibie
by the man of the hour or when the guardians of the kid and young lady object to thewr murmuge,
the young lady frequently requests that her darling catch her. Afterward, they are acknowiedged

in the general public in the wake of taking care of the standard punishment feast and an ostensibie
lady of the hour cost.

The Kutia Kandha youth with the assistance of his companions may catch his picked young
lady from the week after week market, wilderness, dongar, way side. and so on and tuke her tu s
home. The catch should be possible on anytime. [n the evynt thut_thu young lady Is known "n :::n-
kid before and will be his better half then she lays down with the kid from the day ul. :htiu!lw On
getting the data, the young lady’s folks, family members and mwnfllj'ugplf‘u g«ihuf :?Lur‘ntlj (.L!‘\:Huk:::
the following day of the catch anc ﬁnd. i e :lftt}?:'{(;):;:;:nkyw(l):; m:s LzlrrchifvaU\ s
large, the young lady c_or’msents v t:r:::}tx: tyhoixz‘;ol?;itys folks, family members and reswdents with
Bome, After that (e k-ld s dad enghgt oint with the shared assent of both the guardiuns, a day s
a gala of rice, bison/pig meat. e t to the young lady’s folks and facilitating of Dui Niumaii
fixed for instalment of lady of the hour (':ols als) by the luck'y man'’s folks. On the nwned day, the
(feast for both lady and husband to be Qcof the hour’s town and the lucky mun's dud gves te
young lady’s folks is party gone to th<:i mhermom an excellent blowout (Dal Mumuli) tu the twa
Karan Luganga to the lady’s e anh t point the young lady’s gathenng gets Rtk B [“Ul “!
his own and young lady’s locals. ol ah[ziy might be caught by the kid himself wr‘t‘h tu‘l:‘::‘\:
e O ltnhckzglgllgt ;ather by his companions ;1:3' it wvccr:;'.hl::':a.:lt!\!:‘;; }\;;m .
e U orh b'Yt :1 kid beforehand or she isn't w:lJ"‘,b. tud\ oD -x‘dcl;(?\‘ encumpassed
young lady isn't familiar with t0¢ n’t lay down with the kid. ‘ohg rests 11'1 J.{VL 'wm_”' her oiks and
the caught night the younglﬂdy wioblings of the kid. On the [lf“()\?.“:;c :111;11'!;|rll:. she shuws De
by more youthful sistcEe 'and Sn to think about her xcudm‘fhls ukl to her own tow.
townspeople go to the klg:i;o;vcn over to her folks and sent bac
hesitance. At that point 8

Clans of Kutia Kondhas

iety is de
The origin of the Kutia Kondh Socz,c:ryk'i of t
beings who existed in the ““dc“,m“k,,gu-
text says “Atpa bicha lega "“m.sj and the seec |
metaphor, atpa means many type h, but all people on €

: d
or clans, not only the Kutia Kon

: o their myths, Ku Gaant [t }cita about h\zn‘n::n.
ncribes “cl their division into diferent groups. T ¢
he earth, and & wht seeds lke eght seeds™ Bemy a
which meads ¢ l“nn beings. different groups of peepit
s stand f":ri‘:: \:vcll Bicha and jara are SYRORYMs
rth as
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and both mean “seeds”. The literal meaning of the term atpa is light’ b';lt in the above context, jt
should be translated as “variety” or “types” or “mixture”. Thus atpa blcha.]ega implies that the
Kutia Kondh people have emerged like different varieties of seeds. Jgst as different types of crops
are grown in a mixed cropping system in shifting cultivation, the different sub-groups of people
who once lived in the underground, later on emerged from Sapangada, the cosmic hole. These
atpa bicha or the sub-groups of society correspond to the clans. E{ach clan has a name, and jg
believed to have a set of the following characteristics, a common origin, a common belief, common
thoughts, etc. Although the members of all clans have taken up similar practices of earning their
livelihood, they differ with regard to their origin.

The Kutia Kondhas believe that 33 main clans have emerged from Sapangada and several
others have derived from those. In a sample survey in several villages, the following 27 clans were
recorded: Nondruka, Timaka, Saraka, Gunjika, Sukubichaka, Andanga, Mindanga, Urlaka,
Bandalaka/Bandanaka, Damanaka, Rodomika, Sukunga/Sukuka, Prepanga, Sunamudanga,
Pangranga, Shidanja, Kamralinga, Dulaka, Bidraka, Sakadaka, Garanka, Padanujenga, Bolibuka,
Padanaka, Bangruka, Polubaka and Duduka. It is a common belief amongst the Kutia Kondh that
the Nondruka and Timaka clans were the first to have emerged from the Sapangada hole and some
legends hold thst the Timaka followed the Nondruka.

In the evolution of the clan system, the Timaka clan is regarded as the first-born clan of Kutia
society even though the Nondruka clan claims to have originated earlier. However, as the Nondruka
clan was driven away from Sapangada, the Timaka clan is regarded as first, and in terms of social

‘ 1

i

¢

J stratification, members of the Timaka clan are seen as superior. They are given the responsibility
b to perform the religious rites for the society. The members of other clans may also hold the position
S i of a viallage priest, but to worship at Sapangada the priest must be from the pujara group. Since the
g | Kutia Kondh originate from Sapangada, a special worship is organised in honour of Sapangada in
t Chaita lanju (March-April) every year. The worship of Sapangada is organised Pujara is responsible
c i for the religious ceremonies offered to Sapangada Penu (sing. Penu,pl. Penuni) an without him
A the act of worship and sacrifice cannot take place. Other priests may assist only. Due to his
k association with Sapangada Penu the status of the pujara is superior to Jani and Majhi. During
h i field investigations in the Kutia villages around Belghar, only one Pujara family was found in the
< | village Kranja near Sapangada. For many generations, men from the same family worshipped the
n ; Sapangada Penu that it became a hereditary right of that family for one of them to act as Sapangada
: ] Pujara. No other remarkable status is given to the Pujara family.

a | The political headman of a village is called “Majhi”. The Majhi is a position given to a person
fi ; from the Majhi group (the Majhi and Jani live in two opposing rows of houses in a village). In case
u of individual disputes, family conflicts, group rivalry, and inter-village rivalry, it is the Majhi’s
m responsibility to solve the problem. Whether it concerns the selection of a new hill for swidden, or
I} the fixing of a day for a community festival, the Majhi takes the decision in consultation with the
o | Jani, the priest of a village. A person with a Majhi surname, but working as a Jani, is regarded as
tr ! a Jani in the social hierarchy, yet lives in the Majhi row. As far as decision on fixing days t0
e celebrate rituals and festivals are concerned (fixed for every year), the Jani takes the decision
W with or without consulting the Majhi (political head). Any person who gets some sort of divine
st . blessing may act as priest.

:'r It has been mentioned that the Nondruka clan descended from three couples. It is probable
B that the Majhi group split off from the Nondruka clan, the latter having been boycotted by other
A Kutia Kondh clans. The Kuianka’s explananation is that the Majhis who descended from the
% Nor_ld.ruka clan were powerful because of their physical strength, and dominated others. Thus, the
fu Majhi held supremacy and exercised power in society that they maintained until today. However.
i people bearmg the Majhi of the surname also come from other clans. Example are Argadi Majhi 0
m the Pajibandi clan (Paji-pig, bandi-earthenware pot) and Bandan Majhi of the Meragundd
re (mera=turmeric, gunda=power) clan. But Argudi Majhi and Bandan Majhi do not hold the same
pe status as other Majhis because the Pajibandi and the Meragunda clan are considered to be mfelr]lm;
be the religious activities of Nerandali, claims its superiority over all other clans on the grounds tha
sc they were blessed with divine power.
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har Kepei 5k on. Ihe Saraka clan outnumbers other clans
= va can. it members ar L, el BUNAE society is mainly comoos o fr 5
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S the e o i
though the Damanaka clan claims s Jp,,i; '.nf man group within the Kutia Kondn society even
> 3 . v y ~TOntY as -~ .
resouITe of the Kutia Kondh society. ¥ &s former owner of the hills 2nd forests, the main

The other central figure in Kutia Kondh relics e
man and sometime astrologer, sorcerer and -E-Vé_mjls life is the lastaka, the shaman and medicine
periorms and interprets oracles. As a mwrjiw “Sangstologer, Beprdicts St rvrnos,
cause discases and epidemics and knoy q{f man, he recognises the deities and spirits who
mmunicates with them: by us: . how to deal with them. By falling into trance he
com o nem; oy usmng t’:ﬂ.‘hn.fqum £ ot e 5
~rributed with magical power and said es of witcheraft he may cure sick people. He is
1ol LemEL * o o~ } kel p. - - - . 3 L
xutaka is believed o be equi - to De able to transform himself into a tiger. Although the
< - c - = W L P " _ ~ = c4 .
welfare of the village com m‘fii* < ;n some highly feared skills, he is supposed to act for the
jani in that the sug gests cl'*‘ “—’E:ﬁ it individual members. He co-operates with the Majhi and
J I -2 £ =z n io n = - &
A3t cases. his susgest S v cone ?_f them to restore order in the Kutia Kondh world and in
mOST fl n ‘;:’ Suggestion are taken seriously. Whereas the Jani is responsible for the “normal”
r 1t n e el iR e =
way © 1-_-?"- "‘:\- ta z(o.--*.u? world, the kutaka deals with the negative forces that interrupt normality,
;:I\?S?mms h‘e--?rei\ €S In z‘he form of unforeseen and inauspicious events, diseases, abnormal
c.ca!lls, e;c. A e .-ma%a Is cihosen by deities in dreams and the position is not restricted to any
Speciiic Cian. -"}0* e:. eryVillage has its own kutaka, but some villages may have more than one. The
Majhy, _&:e Jani and the kutaka, besides having their specific duties, are mainly werking as peasants
on their land.
Food Habit And Drink of Kutia Kandhas
The food habit of the Kutia varies with the seasonal variation in availability of various kinds of
croos. fruits roots and tubers. Rice is not their staple food because of short supply as very small
PS, 5 a B . PPy y
quanuny of paddy is produced in few paddy lands. Small quantity of millets and other kinds of
cereals produced by shifting cultivation hardly lasts for four-five months. For the rem: ining part
of the vear they depend on wild fruits, roots, rubers collected from the junge. Depending upon the
availability, the minor millets constitute their staple food. They eat non-vegetarian items prepared
d buffalo meat, chicken and fish on festive occaslons. Theyv are also
y from the local markets.

wy far and so creates the impression ¢

out of pork, beef, muttion an
fond of salted dry fish, which they bu
Liquor is the most important item essential for drinking and c_ather social religious function
and ceremonies. The four types of liguor are consumed by the Kutia Kandha known as Madan ga.
Ankingo, Katuli and Pranga Ankinga. These are produced from Salap and mahua flowers while
Madanga is the juice of Sago palm tree. Apart from thlS., the Kutia Konflhs use tobacc'? and other
narcotise. Topari or Pika and Dua or raw tobacco rolled in a Sal leaf or Kendu leaves being smoked

by the Kutia Kendhs.

Education of the Kutia Kandhas ) S
The traditional form of education and the knowledge gained by the Kutia Kandhas need m“bc
emphasized for development of their area and people. The pattern of education which induced has

5 ial s ~yrley 1
very little relation with schooling. Their fore-fathers, elderly experienced people. social and cultural
' d senior relatio

o : an ns teach :hegx non-torx‘nall_v_ about the bchn:*.om.
;;I‘:C:;z a;‘occl::;a:::roer;a]s?;lrﬁfg traditional technique§ for 50Ci0-€COOOTNE EA m~s 5 i;\\?\ﬂ;}\:::{ l: ; 1:
that hcip in leading a free, independent and happy e, T therlelafm m%\ig;bfmmli- village and
knowledge and acduirv certain capabilities which can be useful for o ':11 L.ﬂmm_‘. Ao dnicy
tribesmen. They aim to material of spiritual gain while }xnd?fg?ms Splcc:h . c;mm{':-mm‘ Scocess
and keep laughter in other’s lips. TheY enjoy out of other™ cnjoi\mcnrtciinn to their r;gc sex. family
thev arephelpid by others and always gCt l’tad)' ‘tO hClP O(ZC:'S-bc(;:i:m inga panicu[ar ‘pa[.(ém' H.c
Status, and age-old traditions, each ‘“d“’idvual = t-.xPCﬂ? - it} s pavment. Th
, age-o X ally within the tme stipulation and without any payment. e
:::mf et:jensun ungs ?}m: ng:;;‘:’:; afc inherited from generation to generation and that is an on
nowledge and specific tec

A up to the adulthood one observes soctal practices,
going process. Starting from very ca\r ,:’:t;:d&zﬁri‘:nﬁs- The striking feature of the Kutia Kandha
¥ >

taught non-formally and learns B
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people is that they never punish the children. Love, ;L'"I‘cc*(in‘m and :'&‘P\‘«'&‘\‘-‘L‘l P‘k“\\"ﬁ:‘ ol the Baren
enable the children to develop desired personality. That does net mean that the chidgon A% ugq
warned for their faults but they are never taunted or irntated. One may ebserve thas the N,
are not very free to the outsides. But with all matters of respect, rv:.gdui and MARDETS N AP very
perfect towards their kinsmen, villagers and tnbesmen. They leam in all stages of Age and A\\CV!‘_‘Q;‘
at hom and in the field, inside the village and outskirt of the area. The (reTpRVIRY of the Xuna
Kandhas and their balanced thought process enriched their cultural beritage AMer Belgy o,
arcas where an individual involves him in the learnung process are forest, !'-c.fd, wmNde dovse, at
bathing ghat, youth dormitery, on the way to or inside the market, centre for AR religrons
performance, Village Street, communal gathering and many others. [ndividuals bie parensy, seep
members of the family, village political, magico-religious and other leaders, secwlar bead, “ilage
Domb cattle herd and very often senior friends are traditional trammers. Whenever they learn
something new they verify and experiment in due course before practical appheation Ay
repeats the same mistake is taught, then warned and subsequently reprnmanded. At last the ger Qi
reconciliation works, without any written document the Kutia Kandhas rememder many g
about their songs, music, dance, medicine, techiuques, process of management and severa) SN
Each individual is found as a good trainee before adulthood but afterwards he bebaves and ais
like a master.

At the Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (KISS). Bhubaneswar , the ancestral Xids wivding
the offspring of Kutia Kandha tribe are furnished with the offices to seek after their examiratops
from Kindergarten to Post-Graduation (K.G.to P.G.) level. Because of solid assurance ang
commitment for instructing the ancestral Kids, presently the KISS turned into the DIGRUKY pravae
organization of India only for 27,000 tribal children. The KISS has gotien an ideal focal poit of
learning for the most unfortunate of the helpless areas of the ancestral SeCiety having an arwotop
on maintainable job, training and extension for all round improvement (Painaik, 2010, P DO
105). KISS is giving various sorts of training/openings for the social and INSITUCUING BN IeNeren!
of ancestral youngsters. This foundation is resolved to give greatest CPCRRESS O the anvest sy
kids by offering them chances to dominate in their abilities through schooling, extracu: SR
preparing and a few professional instructional classes, similar to planning of sahne, fxting, dxdeny
handiworks, and so forth. At present a good number of Kutia Kandha children have waken admiason
into the different courses at KISS for their study and academic career.

Song, Dance and Music

Kude (vouth dormitory) is the place where both the young boys and girls learn the art of Ungng
The songs were composed from the time immemorial and transmitted from SERCTANQR B e,
New songs are composed and added from time to time. The SONgS (gany) are using separately 2y He
boy and girl in their respective kude. When the group of boys and girt of av Lage go e aneider
village they sing song in their host’s house or in their respectively kude of the host vilage 2 e
marriage feast the young boy and girls sing and dance. In all the majer festivals, bXe Karoine
dakina, puni kalu dakina and Taku kalu dakina the young bovs and girls alse ung and dane
During the dance girls join their hands at the back of every individual partcipant and step Qrwav
and back ward jointly in a chain the sing song while their male counterpart plavs mysin
instruments. During the festive occasions and marriage ceremony the singmng and daovig
continue for house together. During the dance, the participants exchange words ameng themsees

Musical Instruments: There are number of traditional musical instruments whieh ae B
played at the time of every dance and music. In the marriage occasions, the mysie and Gune =
accompanied by lighter musical instruments, like Basi, Gani laurn and mavga lan Bt O
major religious festivals, like (1) Karubiha Dakina, (2) Punikalu akina and (3) Twkugan Dt
most of the traditional musical intruments are played.

Household Appliances, Tools and Implements

The Kutia Kandha household appliances are made, mostly by themselves. The handl of the o
and implements are made out of wood and bamboo. Thc;ugh canes are plentiy avavaine @ o
nearby forest, but they do not use cane for making apphances, teols and naplemenis Fow Y

Kandha make the body of the sleeping cot (khot) by cane stnng plates. Besicles ham how angd Wi

i
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Rice is not their staple food , because of short supply as very small quantity of paddy |

in few paddy lands. The traditional form of education and the knowledpe pained 1y

Y the
Kandhas ne

ed to be emphasized for development of their area and people. Their fore fathery utia
eXpenienced people, social and cultural experts and traditional tr.uln("rﬂ and senior relation, e
them non-formally about the behavior pattern, social mores, smcnhﬁc traditional tlrf.hniquqvj r(,h
socio-economic gains, and many others that help in leading a free, ’PdCPC"dC"l and hapg, h}f
The Kutia Kandha children are provided with the facilities to pursue their studies from Kindtr;r;,n‘,;
to Post Graduation (KG to PG) level at the Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences, Bhubanc:war .“-ir;,:
1993. The traditional dress of Kutia Kandha men is a loin cloth (Batanda) in the recent pagy. ,"r;
upper portion of the body was left bare but in cold season they were covering it with a chaddar T}:;
male were using a head gear known as Kapda Gaspa. The traditional dress of the Kutia Kangp,
Women is Retang and Uromi. The Kutia Kandha females tattoo on their bodies.

Thcy do not put
stock in any explanation or odd notion for tattooing. They do it just for beautification. The Kutis
Kandha women wear a number of aluminium, iron, silver and gold ornaments. Beads also adory,
their neck. Now a

days a few older generation males and a very few young of the remote hilly
region of Belghar and Gumma panchayats are adorned with their traditional dress ang Ormaments
and keep long hair. But the majority of male a now days, wears dhoti and shirt or full pa
shirt and cut their hair like the plain area people and wear no head, ear and neck ormame
the whole, the above discussed social life of Kutia Kandhas of Kandhamala district and some other

areas of Odisha is an important feature of the tribal culture of one of the primitive triba] groups of
Odisha in Eastern India.
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